
Inside

Reporting from Berkshire, Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire   www.oxford.anglican.org April 2012  No. 234

Competition
Win a ticket to the Soil 
and Soul Festival
Page 3

News
Results of the Door survey
Page 5

Spotlight on

Fasting and Feasting - 
food at Easter
Page 6

The tales of two 
churches
How two churches are 
making an impact in 
their communities
Pages 10 and 11

Comment
Bishop John on The up 
and coming God

Page 19

An Easter prayer 
space for children
St Edburg’s is a small Church 
of England primary school with 
150 children in Bicester, a town 
now famous for its designer 
outlet shopping village. 

We wanted to provide a 
time and space for children 
to reflect and respond to the 
Easter story. We used the Faces 
of Easter, from the Godly 
Play resources, as a basis for 
classroom discussion and 
used the theme of crosses to 
stimulate response and activity 
in our church.

The inspiration came from 
Prayer Spaces for Schools – a 
growing national movement 
providing prayer spaces for 
children and young people. 
In December 2010 the Door 
reported how Catherine 
Clayton, a former Benson 
Primary School teacher, was 
working from an office at 
Emmanuel Church, Oxford, 
supporting schools to provide 
prayer spaces.

The youngest children 
looked at the Gomez cross and 
adapted it to display nativity 
scenes. They thought about 
Jesus as a baby and now a 
man. They were helped to 
write prayers for their own 
families. Some older children 
looked at the Ankh cross 
from Egypt – this linked with 
their class topic on Egyptians. 
The children researched 

its history and discussed the 
pressures that are put on some 
Christians because of their 
belief. The oldest children 
had been doing an activity on 
the Second World War and so 
looked at the Coventry Cross – 
the cross of nails. 

They spent time making 
their own crosses using real 
nails and discussed what 
reconciliation meant, then and 
now, as well as thinking about 
God’s reconciling love through 
Jesus. 

We finished the Prayer walk 
with a wonderful ‘God’s Eye’ 
cross which many children 
helped to make. The idea is 
that the ‘eye’ in the middle 
represents God watching over 
His people in love, protecting 
them and guiding them into 
a Jesus centred life. For us, 
this colourful cross became the 
Resurrection Cross showing 
God’s amazing act.

Giving children time to 
reflect gives a profound and 
moving response. The children 
loved the opportunity to take 
time to be still and many would 
have liked a longer time in the 
church. 

Our Easter Prayer Space this 
year will be in the Church of St 
Edburg’s, Bicester from 28th 
March. 

Margaret Kunzer is the Deputy 
Headteacher at St Edburg’s 
School, Bicester. 

by Margaret Kunzer

God in the life of a chaplain 
to immigrants - page 20
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Prayer and Reflection

 April prayer diary compiled by John Manley 

PALM SUNDAY 1 APRIL Deddington Deanery: Area 
Dean Pat Freeth, lay chair Lindsay Mills, secretary Juliet 
West, treasurer David Workman, ecumenical representative 
Stephen Fletcher, youth work contact Jon Cardy. The 
people, PCCs, wardens and support staff of the deanery. 
The MP, county and local councillors serving the people of 
Deddington deanery.  The Anglican Church in Jerusalem 
(Jerusalem & the Middle East).

EASTER SUNDAY:  For unity in the Church of our Lord 
and saviour Jesus Christ that his prayer may be realised. 
For the ecumenical partnerships of this diocese. The 
worldwide Anglican Communion, that our divisions may 
be resolved.

SUNDAY 15 (Easter 2) The work of the Royal Schools 
of Church Music (RSCM) in the diocese. The Anglican 
Communion in Japan.

SUNDAY 22 (Easter 3) Milton Keynes Deanery: 
Area Dean Tim Norwood, lay chair David Thom, secretary 
Penny Keens, treasurer Tony Stanyer, ecumenical officer 
Chris Collinge, associate clergy Liz Breuilly, director of 
Christian training Peter Ballantine. The people, PCCs, 
wardens and support staff of the deanery. The MP, district 
and local councillors serving the people of the deanery. 
The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & the Middle East.

SUNDAY 29 (Easter 4) All who work on the land; for 
a sustainable use of our natural resources. The Anglican 
Church of Kenya.

Prayer to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for:

MON 2 Adderbury: clergy Stephen 
Fletcher, LLM Paul Godwin. Adderbury 
Christopher Rawlins (VA) School. 

TUE 3 Banbury St Francis: clergy 
David Jackson, Chris Gaynor; LLM Mary 
Jackson. 

WED 4 Banbury St Hugh: clergy Philip 
Davies. 

THU 5 Banbury St Leonard: clergy 
Sue Burchell. Banbury St Leonard’s (VC) 
School. 

GOOD FRIDAY 6: All prisoners of 
conscience, those persecuted for their 
Christian faith, the modern martyrs to the 
faith. 

HOLY SATURDAY 7: All mourning the 
loss of loved ones at this time.

MON 9 Banbury St Mary: clergy Linda 
Green, Sue Newby, Jeff West, Beom-
Jin Shin; LLM Roger Verrall. Banbury St 
Mary’s (VC) School. 

TUE 10 Banbury St Paul: clergy 
Edward Coombs, Luke Richard Foster; 
LLM Dennis Smith, children’s worker 
Jeannette Law.  

WED 11 Bloxham with Milcombe 
and South Newington: clergy Sarah 
Tillett. Bloxham (VC) School.

THU 12 Bodicote: clergy Ben Phillips,
Brian Gardner; LLM George Walker. 

Bodicote Bishop Loveday (VA) School.

FRI 13 Deddington with Barford, 
Clifton and Hempton: clergy Hugh 
White, Daniel Inman. Deddington (VA) 
School. 

SAT 14 Ironstone: clergy John Reader, 
Brian Hyder-Smith; LLMs John Straw 
(emeritus), Trina Wilcock. Shenington (VA) 
& Wroxton (VA) Schools.

MON 16 Shires’ Edge: clergy Pat 
Freeth, Lynda Alcock. Cropredy (VC) 
School.

TUE 17 Wykeham: clergy John Tattersall.  
The benefice as they meet together for 
their Section 12 meeting to consider the 
appointment of their future priest. North 
Newington Bishop Carpenter (VA) School.

WED 18 Mission Partnership of the 
Milton Keynes Christian Council: 
clergy Mary Cotes.  Milton Keynes 
Christian Foundation: team leader 
Stephen Norrish.

THU 19 Bletchley: clergy Mike Archer, 
Catherine Butt, Alan Bird (Baptist); lay 
pastors Philip Bates, Peter Cutler; LLMs 
Peggy Faithful, Andrew Walmsley, Robin 
Rowles. Bletchley Cold Harbour (VC) 
School.

FRI 20 Stony Stratford with 
Calverton: clergy Ross Northing, Graham 
Sanders; Janet Northing (Church Army). 
Stony Stratford SS Mary & Giles (VA) 
School. 

SAT 21 Christ the Cornerstone: clergy 

Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga, Tim Norwood, 
Joe Williams (RC), Brenda Mosedale 
(Methodist); LLM Marian Ballance.
.
MON 23 Fenny Stratford: clergy Victor 
Bullock, John Hibbard, Ian Thomas.

TUE 24 Stantonbury and Willen: 
clergy Paul Smith, Peter Ballantine, 
Chris Collinge, Andy Jowitt, Liz Baker, 
Judy Rose, Mindy Bell (Methodist), 
Chris Howden; lay worker David Wilson; 
Methodist local preachers Mike Morris, 
Ruth Walker-Singh; Baptist lay preacher 
Margaret Prisk; LLMs Arthur Chadwick 
(emeritis), Mary Lovegrove, Margaret 
Moakes. Great Linford St Andrew (VC) 
School.

WED 25 Walton, MK, (MK Village, 
Wavendon,): clergy David Lunn,  Susan 
Jackson, Anthony Smith, Louise Webber 
(Baptist), Beatrice Quaye (Methodist). 
Wavendon (VC) School.

THU 26 Water Eaton: clergy Wendy 
Carey, Peter Green, Chris Bell (Baptist).

FRI 27 Watling Valley: clergy Mike 
Morris, David Bell, Tim Hadden, Nick Adlem 
(URC), Stephen Mosedale (Methodist); 
LLMs Derek Martin, Phyllis Bunnett. MK 
Christ the Sower (VA) School.

SAT 28 Wolverton: clergy Peter Dockree.

MON 30 Woughton: clergy Cathi 
Williams, Ian Gooding, Paul Norris, 
Heather Pollard (URC); Methodist deacon 
Richard Beckett; LLMs Mike Davidge, 
Tony Stanyer. 

Sundays
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
for you. [1 Peter 1:3,4  NRSV]

Christ is risen! Alleluia!

 (The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.)

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Today Christians everywhere rejoice 
because Jesus rose triumphant over death, 
darkness, sin, fear, despair and evil. And 
we want to share our joy with you. 

If he hadn’t been raised from the dead that first 
Easter, the lives of millions would never have been 
transformed and the Christian faith would have run 
out of steam a long time ago. 

But the Christian faith is still growing. Every day, 
there are 70,000 new Christians globally, because 
people are finding that His resurrection has the 
power to break through in their lives in a way that 
nothing else can.   

To my mind, pictures of the resurrection are often 
feeble, largely because they cannot begin to capture 
the awesome power of what God has done here. So I 
have chosen to share this painting with you. 

It is Ethiopian Orthodox and it is part of a whole 
series of paintings on a circular wall in the centre 
of the Church of St Elias and St Raguel, high above 
Addis Ababa and the oldest Orthodox church in the 
city (pictured bottom right). I love this painting for its 
simplicity and I find it utterly compelling. Ethiopian 
Orthodox Christians love to paint colourful pictures 
(icons) to celebrate their faith, just as our forebears 
told the Christian story in stained glass. In all my 
nine years in Ethiopia, I don’t recall ever seeing an 
icon of the resurrection. Perhaps because it was never 
thought to be needed - for here is a picture of Christ 
in majesty, if ever there was one. 

There is both tenderness and urgency here. The 
colours in the painting are stunning; its simplicity is 
moving and the clothing of the characters in the scene 
is surprising. In Ethiopian art, people depicted in 
profile are wicked, evil. Those depicted with both eyes 
visible are good, or holy. 

The man at the top right, holding Jesus’s arm as he is 
lowered from the cross, is perhaps the man John calls 
the beloved disciple [see John chapter 19, verses 25-27]. I 

think he looks disturbed and concerned here. 
The two men in turbans on either side of Jesus look 

as if they have walked off the pages of an illuminated 
medieval manuscript. These are the two men 
mentioned by John in his gospel - Nicodemus and 
Joseph of Arimathea, who asked the authorities for 
Jesus’s body, so they might bury him decently. [see John 
chapter 19, verses 38-42]  The other two men, top left 
and bottom right, in profile, are trying to hurry things 

along, to clear the scene. 
The one at the bottom right is even signalling haste 

with his right arm. For the authorities, this death is an 
embarrassment, an inconvenience. 

Apart from Jesus’s mother, clearly holding herself 
in grief, the other women in the scene are reaching 
up tenderly, to help the body down from the cross, to 
prepare it for burial. Not that it would be in the tomb 
for long. For Christ is risen! Alleluia!

So there is tenderness, urgency, suspicion, concern, 
grief, good and evil here in this painting. But there 
is also hope. Christ shares the harsh realities of life – 
and then transforms them.

In Ethiopia, a country where hunger is a constant 
companion and the average life expectancy is 45 
for men, 47 for women, and where children die 
needlessly of water borne diseases, Jesus’s resurrection 
offers real, living hope.

It offers us the same hope. Whenever I feel that 
the darkness, any kind of darkness, is so powerful it 
will smother me, I have found that the power of his 
resurrection can break through to change everything 
if I allow it. May you know the transforming power of 
His love in your life this Easter.

The Rt Revd Andrew Proud is the Bishop of Reading. 

The Rt Revd Andrew Proud   reflects on the 
Easter story as portrayed in Ethiopian art. 
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News
New prayers for 
the Jubilee
THE Church of England has 
published a new grace thanking 
God for the Diamond Jubilee of 
Her Majesty the Queen - and for 
the food to be shared during the 
celebration. 
   The grace is expected to be 
prayed by millions of people 
throughout the Commonwealth 
on Sunday 3 June, the day set 
aside for the Big Jubilee Lunch. 
The Big Jubilee Lunch is one of 
the initiatives Buckingham Palace 
is encouraging as a way of 
marking the occasion.
   To find out more about 
opportunities to mark the 
Diamond Jubilee and to register 
your church, see our Jubilee 
Chuches Festival website: www.
jubileechurchesfestival.org. You 
can find the grace on the CofE’s 
website: www.churchofengland.
org.

Medieval panel 
stolen
A PANEL of late 14th/early 
15th century alabaster reredos 
depicting the Annunciation was 
stolen in March from a church 
in Oxfordshire. The reredos 
is unique in the Diocese of 
Oxford, a very rare example of 
elaborate but fragile alabaster 
religious sculpture surviving 
the reformation. The piece is 
described by Cox in English 
Churches Fixtures and Fittings, 
Furniture and Accessories as 
‘the finest of existing alabaster 
reredoses.” The church has not 
been named as the DAC are 
keen to not attract thieves back 
to the building.
  It was discovered as six loose 
panels in 1814 when a new vault 
was being dug in the churchyard.  
Natalie Merry, Secretary to 
the DAC, said: “This priceless 
and irreplaceable piece is of 
great historical and emotional 
significance to the church. 
Please circulate this information 
across your networks to help 
us locate it and return it to the 
parish.”
   For more information contact 
the DAC on 01865 208229 or 

natalie.merry@oxford.anglican.org

Volunteers needed
LAST month the Door ran an 
article about our new team of 
volunteers who record and edit 
the audio version of the paper 
each month. 
   We need more volunteers for 
the project. The recorders meet 
once a month in Oxford to read 
out the newspaper and transfer 
the recording on to memory 
sticks to be sent out to people 
who are visually impaired. To get 
involved email wendy.bryant@
oxford.anglican.org or call 01865 
208227.

IN BRIEF

Win a ticket to Soil 
and Soul festival

THE Door has 
one free ticket 
worth £25 for the 
forthcoming Soil 
and Soul Festival 
which takes 
place at the Isis 
Farmhouse pub on 
the banks of the 
river through Oxford on the last 
Saturday in April. 

The venue is  inaccessible by 
car: you can park nearby and walk 
down the towpath to the pub. The 
festival will celebrate Christian 
contemplative spirituality and the 
earth through art, poetry, speakers 
and music. Lovely rustic food and 
fine real ale will be served at the bar 
and the festival will take place in a 
variety of spaces – the boathouse 
close to the pub, the barn out back 
of the pub, and the outdoor stage 
and green space surrounding the 
pub (weather permitting).

The Revd Peter Owen-Jones, an 
Anglican priest best known for 

fronting BBC shows examining 
different aspects of faiths  will be 
the headline speaker. He will be 
joined by other speakers, poets, 
musicians.  There will be yoga 
and meditation, and all kinds of 
wonderful things to do, see and 
hear. Tickets booked in advance 
cost £25. Children under 10 can 
come for free with a parent or 
guardian. For the chance to win 
a ticket, send your name, address 
and telephone number to Soil and 
Soul festival prize draw, the Door, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 0NB, 
by April 23rd. To buy tickets for the 
event go to www.thestillpoint.org.
uk or call 07811149305.

Bishop gives ‘thumbs up’ to café

Café B, Burghfield’s first community coffee shop, has just opened 
its doors to residents to meet and chat over a luxury cup of coffee 
in the relaxed surroundings of Burghfield Methodist church hall. 

The project was given the “thumbs up” recently by the Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud, Bishop of Reading, who enjoyed a latte and talking 
to some of the volunteers. Afterwards, Bishop Andrew said he was 
“delighted to recommend” the café and the coffee. 

He commented that over the past year he had been excited “to 
learn of the many ways in which local churches are being involved 
in their communities. Many are truly innovative and inspired 
by the possibilities of working together with one another and in 
partnership with their local communities”.

Café B will offer freshly ground coffee and teas; cappuccino, latte, 
espresso, plus hot chocolate and delicious locally baked cakes. The 
volunteers are barista trained so you can experience the whole 
theatre of coffee making at first hand – the sights, the sounds and 
the wonderful aroma of freshly made coffee. Products are fair 
or ethically traded, and sourced from local suppliers, including 
Kingdom coffee.

The cafe is the latest initiative by Christians Together in Mission 
(or TiM for short). Nine local churches, in different denominations, 
are involved in TiM, the idea being to serve our local communities in 
new and innovative ways. As a local charity and registered company, 
TiM is able to undertake some bigger projects than individual 
churches, though it works closely with Churches Together in 
Burghfield, Sulhamstead and Mortimer.

At present Café B is open on Monday mornings, but TiM hopes 
to extend this to other days of the week with more volunteers, and 
as the “word” spreads. In time TiM would like to extend the range 
of services on offer and to establish a true community hub, in 
partnership with others.

Boys’ brigade visits South Africa

The First Deddington Boys’ 
Brigade Company Section has 
had its first ever overseas trip 
during the February school 
holiday.  Accompanied by seven 
adults, nine young people  
travelled to Mmabatho in North 
West South Africa. The hosts 
were all based with the Church 
of the Resurrection which has 
existing links with St Peter and 
St Paul’s Church, Deddington.

Zac Coleman, 17, said: “Our 
trip was truly awe-inspiring. 
We went from the cold, snowy 
winter of England to the 
bright and welcoming heat of 
South Africa. In the space of 
a week we saw countless new 
sights and experienced many 
incredible new things. 

“From the moment we 
stepped off the plane we 
were in another world, and 
everything was new and 
exciting, from the roads and 
countryside, to the foods 
and even the handshakes.”  
   Jack Watling, 14, said: “I was 
amazed at how cool church 
was perceived to be and the joy 
that people got out of worship. 
I enjoyed a three hour service 
that felt a lot shorter because 

of the singing and dancing, 
although it felt odd not to be 
able to eat breakfast before it!     

“My visit to South Africa was 
a life-changing experience for 
me and has strengthened my 
belief. I will never forget it and 
am grateful to the church for 
making this possible.”

Chris Mitchell, Company 
Captain, 1st Deddington Boys’ 
Brigade, said: “Our young 
people were fantastic on this 
trip and a huge credit to 
themselves, their families and 
to the Boys’ Brigade.  The 
Officers and leaders would 
like to thank everyone who 
worked so hard to put this trip 
together and for the finance we 
received to help off-set some of 
our costs.  Special thanks go to 
the families who so generously 
hosted us in their own homes 
and to the church leadership 
in Mafikeng/Mmabatho 
who co-ordinated events in 
South Africa.  We hope that 
this will be the first of many 
opportunities for our young 
people to travel abroad and 
experience the wider world.”

Jack Watling teaches ball skills at the Tsogo centre. 

PACT welcomes faster 
adoption approval processes
ADOPTION charity PACT has 
welcomed the Government’s 
plans to amend the time it 
takes to prepare and approve 
adoptive parents to six months.

Parents and Children 
Together, a Reading based 
charity with strong links with 
the Diocese, is also pleased 
to see a fast-track system for 
second-time adopters and 
approved foster carers who go 
on to adopt.

The Government’s Adoption 
Action Plan will score local 
authorities and Voluntary 
Adoption Agencies on their 
performance and introduce 
a new national, independent 
advice and information line 
for anyone interested in 
adoption.

PACT Chief Executive and 
member of the Government’s 

Expert Working Group Jan 
Fishwick said: “PACT already 
has its own target to approve 
adoptive parents within six 
months. We are delighted that 
the Government is making 
this the expectation for all.

“We also welcome all 
changes that reduce the time 
children in care are waiting 
for a stable, loving home. 
We must remember that 12 
months is half a lifetime for a 
toddler. No amount of delay 
for a child is acceptable. 

“We also endorse the call for 
more prospective adopters to 
come forward, especially those 
willing to be a family for older 
children, sibling groups and 
children with disabilities.”

For more information on 
PACT phone 0800 731 1845. 
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Tandem total
The Vicar of White Waltham the Revd David 
Andrew, his wife Caroline and teenage 
children Naomi and Thomas have raised 
£14,302 for Project Rainbow by cycling 
around Britain for three weeks last summer.            
They took in bridges across the UK, including 
the Severn Bridge, the Menai Bridge, the 
Humber Bridge and Tower Bridge.
   The money raised funds for Project Rainbow 
- a scheme to build a new Children and Family 
Centre within White Waltham churchyard. 
David said: “We chose bridges as the theme 
for our journey because Project Rainbow is all 
about building bridges within our community.” 
   Bob Crittenden, Chairman of the Project 
Rainbow scheme said: “We are enormously 
grateful to the family. To have topped £14,000 
is a huge acheivement and a great boost to 
the Project Rainbow fundraising efforts.” Read 
about the Andrew family’s journey at 
www.projectrainbow.org.uk. 

Championing the Door
WE were encouraged by the positive 
suggestions and feedback from the Door 
survey. (See below left.)
  Now we are looking for volunteers who 
would be happy to become Door Champions 
in their churches. Champions would be 
volunteers who would promote the paper, 
possibly handing it out to congregation 
members 
For more information email debbie.dallimore@
oxford.anglican.org or call 01865 208225.

News
IN BRIEF

The Door: your views
FOUR years ago an external agency 
carried out some market research into 
the Door on our behalf. The findings 
helped us to refresh the paper in the 
light of readers’ feedback. For example, 
we moved ‘God in the Life of…’ (a 
consistently popular feature) to greater 
prominence on the back page and we 
introduced the Family page. 

This time around we asked readers 
to fill in a short survey and send it in 
to us.  We are very grateful to the 50 
people who did so. The views expressed 
varied a great deal. “I enjoy the Door and 
read it from cover to cover,” wrote one 
reader. “I particularly like to read about 
the Christian journey – articles, adverts, 
courses, and what’s on. I like diocesan 
resources about deepening my faith. For 
example, I’m using the pilgrimage map 
this year and have booked annual leave 
to go to Canterbury. The Door gives me a 
sense of belonging which I value.”

“Quite simply, keep up the good work,” 
wrote another. But others disagree: 
“Everyone I spoke to finds it mediocre at 
best,” wrote someone else. 

Overall, however, the tone was positive 
and encouraging. So 78 per cent of 
respondents think the Door is excellent 
or good at keeping readers informed; 
80 per cent find it excellent or good at 
sharing good practice and ideas; 70 per 
cent believe it is excellent or good at 
providing spiritual inspiration; 64 per 
cent think it is excellent or good at 
building a sense of cohesion/belonging; 
and 76 per cent rate it is excellent or 
good at speaking to churchgoers.

We found that 84 per cent of 
respondents believe the Door is “about 
the right” length. Most respondents 
read most of the content every month. 
The number of those who rated content 
“poor” was very small: only one reader in 
each category with the exception of the 
letters page (four readers or eight per 
cent) and the prayer diary (five readers 
or 10 per cent). And apart from the arts 
and books pages, in each case many more 
readers rated the content “good” than 
rated it “satisfactory”.

This doesn’t mean that we should be 
complacent. The suggestions left in the 
comments box gave us some useful ideas. 
Some points were repeated by a number 
of respondents, and it may be helpful to 
respond to these specifically.
A number of readers dislike the 
advertising and inserts. Unfortunately, 
we could not publish the Door without 
these. They pay for the printing and 
publication of the paper. Four people 
said they were disappointed by a lack 
of space for letters. We would be 
delighted to publish more letters – but 
unfortunately we receive remarkably few 
that are suitable. Please do write in!

A handful of people said that by the 
time they receive the Door, it is out of 
date. Our distribution system relies on 
hard working volunteers in each deanery. 
In some cases (where the geography 
allows) our volunteers drive the papers 
round to churches; in others, churches 
have to collect from a central point. 
We recognise that this is imperfect, but 
the cost of paying for delivery to every 
parish would be prohibitive. We are very 
grateful to all those who help get the 
paper out every month.

A couple of people asked if there could 
be more parish news and fewer stories 
featuring bishops. This again is an area 
where we are aware we need to find a 
balance. But because the diocese is so 
big, we think this is one way we can keep 
people in our parishes up-to-date with the 
work of our Bishops. Finally, four people 
said that they are disappointed not to see 
coverage of their area and said there was 
no news that was relevant to them. This is 
something we have often heard over the 
years, and it’s a real challenge for us. The 
editor tries very hard to ensure that there 
is news from each archdeaconry in every 
issue. However, with 29 deaneries and 
811 churches across the three counties 
of this huge diocese of ours, it is very 
difficult to produce a paper that feels 
truly local – particularly when you have 
only one reporter who is also the editor. 
Can we please encourage you to get in 
touch with your stories?

THE new Bishop of Växjö, the Rt Revd 
Jan-Olof Johansson (pictured above left) 
shakes hands with Bishop John at Oxford’s 
Christ Church Cathedral. 

The visit, in March, was Bishop Jan-

Olof’s first official trip to the Diocese of 
Oxford. Växjö is our partner diocese in 
Sweden. He met people across the diocese 
during his visit. (photo by KT Bruce.)

Welcoming a new Swedish bishop

You are warmly invited to our 205th

ANNUAL 
THANKSGIVING 
MEETING 
To be held, God willing, 
on Saturday 12th May, 2012
at the Civic Hall, Portway, 
Wantage, Oxon, OX 12 9BX
Speaker: Pastor John E. Benton (Guildford)

Timings:
10.30-11.15 am  Welcome, with tea and coffee
11.30 am  The Annual Thanksgiving Meeting
1.00 pm  Break for lunch
2.30 pm Meeting resumes
3.30 pm Meeting concludes, followed by refreshments.

Cold lunches (£5.00) will be served, and 
teas (free of charge) will also be available.

Please book lunches in advance with 
Pilgrims’ Friend Society, London (address 
below) by 4th May, 2012.

Full information, including location maps, 
parking details and tours of Framland, 
Naldertown, Wantage, OX12 9DL are 
available from:

Pilgrims’ Friend Society
175 Tower Bridge Road
London SE1 2AL
t. 0300 303 1400    F. 0300 303 1415
Email:  info@pilgrimsfriend.org.uk
www.pilgrimsfriend.org.uk 

The Pilgrims’ Friend Society is registered in the UK as a company limited by guarantee, 
and a registered charity.  Company registration 07169875, registered charity 1134979.  
Registered address: 175 Tower Bridge Road, London SE1. Pilgrim Homes is a registered 
charity, No 242266, and a provider of social housing, RP A0822.
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ST PHILIP’S BOOKS
Christopher Zealley, M.A. (Oxon)., P.B.F.A.

82 St Aldates, Oxford OX1 1RA
Theology & General Literature

Rare & Secondhand
Tel. 01865 202182 

sales@stphilipsbooks.co.uk
Collections Bought / Catalogues Issued

Fine furniture for church and home
Ronald Emett

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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Spotlight on
Fasting and feasting

We celebrate Easter by 
eating special foods – or 
at least we did – before 
its commercialisation.   
We ate fish on Good 

Friday and lamb on Easter Sunday and 
then there were hot cross buns, Easter 
biscuits, simnel cake and of course 
Easter eggs. Easter was a celebratory 
feast and as such a foretaste of the feast 
at the end of times foretold by the 
prophets such as Isaiah, Ezekiel and 
Joel. This ‘Messianic Banquet’ figures in 
Jesus’s parables and is foreshadowed by 
his miracles – the feeding of the 5000 
and the turning of the water into wine at 
a wedding at Cana.   

We have almost forgotten the 
importance of feasts and food – real 
food  – in the Christian story despite 
the fact that a feast is at the heart of 
our worship. The Eucharist re-enacts 
a Jewish Passover feast – where bread, 
wine and lamb were all on the menu.   

We forget because our Communion 
meals are nothing like any of our other 
meals, let alone feasts. Very little food is 
actually consumed. We do not take time  
to taste and savour it. We line up for it as 
if at some soup kitchen.  

At Easter we also celebrate new life.   
New born chickens, sheep and rabbits 
feature on our Easter cards. Of course 
this has to do with Jesus’s resurrection 
being like a new birth. The egg is a 
powerful Easter symbol because it recalls 
the miraculous power of God to bring 
life – a perfectly formed chick – from a 
seemingly lifeless tomb – the stony white 
or brown shell. But let us not forget that 
those fluffy chicks, woolly lambs and 
cuddly bunnies on our Easter cards are 

destined for the pot. They are food.      
We humans have an ambiguous 

relationship with the animals we eat.   
Search for ‘Jesus + animals’ in Google 
Images and you’ll find lots of pictures of 
Jesus surrounded by animals, normally 
young and furry. Reptiles and insects 
don’t get much of a look in. Search for 
‘Jesus + meat’ and you won’t find any 
pictures of Jesus actually eating meat: 
although he presumably did so – at least 
at Passover. Somehow the image of Jesus 
chewing on a lamb chop offends our 
modern sensitivities.  When we imagine 
Jesus as the Good Shepherd that he 
claimed that he was we don’t imagine 
him actually eating any of his flock. We 
tend to forget that sheep are not kept 
just for their wool and milk but to eat.   

Meat eating is becoming increasingly 
controversial.  In my capacity as a public 
health researcher I have a paper in press 
which discusses the health benefits of 
eating meat (not a lot quite frankly) 
but also the considerable benefits to 
the environment of cutting down on 
meat (around 10 per cent of  world-
wide greenhouse gas emissions are due 
to meat eating).  There’s a growing 
awareness that the planet cannot sustain 
the levels of meat consumption that we 
have enjoyed in countries like the UK in 
recent years.   What should the Christian 
view on this be?

Well, I do not think we are called to 
be vegetarians unless we want to be.   

Although Adam and Eve seem to have 
been vegans, Abel their son and the 
first shepherd clearly wasn’t. God gave 
express permission to Noah and his 
family (after they had all recovered from 
the Flood) to eat some of the animals 
they had rescued. But note that the 
clear implication of God’s Covenant with 
Noah and indeed of the later Covenant 
with Moses is that we are only to eat 
animals with reverence for their life: in 
other words respectfully, infrequently 
and on special occasions not forgetfully 
and routinely.

Some of us still remember when the 
roast lamb we ate on Easter Sunday was 
a special treat.  This year I have given 
up meat for Lent but I am very much 
looking forward to roast lamb (à la 
Jamie Oliver with rosemary and garlic) 
on Easter Sunday.   Fasting - e.g. not 
eating meat in Lent or on Fridays - is 
good but feasting is good too!

The Revd Mike Rayner is Director of the 
British Heart Foundation Health Promotion 

Research Group at the University of 
Oxford and Assistant Curate,  at 

St Matthew’s, Oxford 

As the Lent fasting draws to a 
close and we look forward to 
Easter feasting the Revd Mike 
Rayner examines the importance 
and ethics of food for Christians.  

ONLINE @This year Mike has given up meat for 
Lent. Read about hs fasting on http://
mikeraynersermons.blogspot.com

‘Easter was a celebratory 
feast and as such a foretaste 
of the end times...’

The loss of a loved one can 
be an emotional as well as 
stressful time. There are many 
professionals who can ease the 
burden of preparation for a funeral 
with their expertise and personal 
service. 
There can be a lot to arrange in a very short 

time whether or not its a church service or 

one at the crematorium. Funeral Directors 

have the experience, very often through 

several generations of the same family, to 

provide a fitting tribute to your lost one. There 

are many pieces of paperwork that need 

filling in and visits to registrars etc. They will 

make contact on your behalf with the Vicar 

you wish to oversee the service whether it is 

in your local church or a crematorium. They 

can arrange the music, the limousines, the 

hearse and so much more. To save stress 

on family it is a good idea to make sure that 

your Will is up to date.

In a time of bereavement the comfort of 

friends and family all play their part, so to 

does the help of committed professionals 

who can guide you to make sensible 

decisions at a time when you might not be 

thinking too clearly yourself.

More and more people are beginning to take 

the stress and financial demands off loved 

ones at what can be a distressing time by 

planning ahead. A Pre-Payment Funeral 

Bond allows you to make decisions about 

your own funeral. You can list your own 

choice of hymns, choose other music you 

might wish to have included in the service. 

Do you want burial or cremation and do you 

have a specific choice of coffin. There is 

also at present a trend towards more natural 

woodland burials and by planning ahead in 

many cases you will get the opportunity to 

reserve your own plot.

In Times 
Of Need

Advertisement Feature

To Advertise in SeeRound Please 
Call

01752 225623
or email

roy@cornerstonevision.com
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Family

An Eggstravaganza of activities

ONLINE @For more ideas see www.
faithinhomes.org.uk which is 
brimming with family friendly 
activities, articles and research. 

Palm Sunday is the first day of Holy Week. It’s the day when we 
remember Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey. Crowds came out 
to cheer him, wave palm branches and lay down their coats on the 
ground. 

Holy Week: palm Sunday

pin the tail on the donkey
Take turns, wearing a blindfold, to pin the tail on the donkey. Either 
carefully cut out the tail to right, or use string, wool or a tie with sticky 
tape attached as the tail. 

Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday recipe

Explaining how Jesus was raised from the dead and left the tomb is not 
always easy. This fun activity is a way of making it easier for adults to tell 
and for children to understand.
You will need some bread dough and marshmallows.
1.  Take a small piece of bread dough - enough to make a normal-sized 
bread roll.
2.  Wrap the bread dough around a marshmallow, making sure that the 
marshmallow is completely surrounded.
3.  Bake the roll in the oven at the same temperature and time as you 
would a normal bread roll.
4.  When it looks baked, take the roll out of the oven and check whether 
it is cooked through. You can do this by tapping on the bottom of the 
roll. If it sounds hollow, it 
should be cooked.
5.  Now break open the 
roll. What can you see? The 
marshmallow should have 
dissolved during the baking, 
leaving you with a roll that 
is hollow inside - the empty 
tomb. The secret here is 
not to use too much bread 
dough as the dough needs 
to be completely cooked 
for the marshmallow to 
disappear.
All that is left to do now is 
eat and enjoy!

Easter Sunday wordsearch (solution on page 11)

Alive

Jesus

Sunday

Cloth

Risen

Surprised

Empty

Stone

Tomb

Photos: Istock

The ideas printed here 
are reproduced with 
permission of the  
Abingdon based Bible 
Reading Fellowship (BRF). 

The story of Easter Sunday is something special we can explore at all ages. 
You could use the word search opposite as an individual or as a family, 
either on its own or by reading the story first.  The Easter Sunday story can 
be found in Matthew 28 vs 10 to 10. 

You might like to read the Palm Sunday Story together as a family. It can be 
found in Mark’s Gospel, Chapter 11, vs 1 to 11. 
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The arrival of April is a good 
sign that Spring is here. The days 
are milder and there are more 
opportunities to get out and about.
We are very lucky in England that 
there are so many places of natural 
beauty where we can get out and 
about to enjoy the views and fresh 
air. Many family attractions open 
afresh at Easter time and generally 
there seems to be so much more 
going on.

Our Cathedrals and churches are 
great places to visit to take a break 
from a busy day, to enjoy the 
beautiful stained glass windows or to 
check out their history. 
 If you are the sort of persons 
who enjoys a walk in the ‘great 
outdoors’ then May gives you a great 
opportunity to enjoy our beautiful 
countryside whilst raising funds for 
Christian Aid. The sponsored walk 
is based around Bix on Oxfordshire 

and starts at the village hall on 
Saturday 19th May. It will provide a 
great opportunity for families to do 
something together or for individuals 
to team up with others for a great 
day out. Not everyone is a great 
walker so its possible to walk five, 
ten or fifteen miles, whatever suits 
you best.
According to their website, every 
year the charity raises around 
£250,000 through people ‘going 
for a walk’. To take part and fight 
poverty step by step, register now 
by visiting christianaid.org.uk/walks 
or email oxford@christian-aid.org. 
If you’d like to give them a call the 
local contact is 01865 246818
Looking ahead to May, the Christian 
Resources Exhibition returns to 
Esher. LORD David Puttnam, 
producer of arguably the most 
successful sports-themed movie of 
all time, will open this year’s event 
which runs from Tue 8 to 11 May, at 
Sandown Park, Esher.
Lord Puttnam, who turned the 
story of athlete Eric Liddell into 
the Oscar-winning movie Chariots 
of Fire, will launch a special set of 
church and community resources 
created by the Damaris Trust to 
accompany a re-release of the 
digitally re-mastered film in cinemas 
across the country.
‘In this unique year, with the 
London Games at the very top of 
the agenda, we are delighted to 
invite such a distinguished person 
to open the show,’ said Paul Trott, 

head of marketing for CRE’s parent 
company Bible Society. ‘The story 
of Eric Liddell continues to inspire 
and challenge. We expect hundreds 
of UK churches to come to CRE 
and discover some great ways to 
communicate to their communities 
before and during the Games.’
Lord Puttnam’s visit to Sandown 
Park coincides with the launch of 
the first-ever UK Christian Film 
Festival taking place at CRE. 
The festival will feature star-
studded, high-profile productions 
such as Lion of Judah (Ernest 
Borgnine, Michael Madsen) 
and Jerusalem Countdown (Lee 
Majors, Randy Travis). Also 
screened will be movies from 
new, up-and-coming Christian 
filmmakers, among them the 
first Christian Bollywood 
offering, Anbirkk Alavillai. 
If you are looking to raise funds for 
your church and find that support 
for the ‘good old’  coffee mornings/ 
plant sales/ orchestral concerts/
Beetle drive etc. are  wearing a bit 
thin –then you could try some-
thing different that may just not 
only ‘wow’ your parishioner’s, 
their family & their friends 
but may also generate more 
‘overall’ village support. . Jazz 
&Swing with Boulevard Swing.a 
band offering a selection of easy 
listening Tunes from the 30’s/40’s & 
50’s. You can contact them on 01235 
531683 or possibly visit the website 
www.boulevardswingjazz.com

Advertisement Feature

WALK THE COUNTRY
CHRISTIAN AID SPONSORED WALK
BIX VILLAGE HALL, BIX, RG9 6BS, (BETWEEN HENLEY AND NETTLEBED) 
SATURDAY 19 MAY 2012
Walk 5, 10, or 15 miles in the stunning countryside around Bix. Great fun for all the family. Registration between 
8.30am and 10am. Sign up now for a sponsorship pack or donate a minimum of £10 on the day.

Fight poverty step by step – register to take part NOW 
christianaid.org.uk/walks  email: oxford@christian-aid.org

Or contact: 01865 246818

UK registered charity no. 1105851  Company no. 5171525  Scot charity no. SC039150  NI charity no. XR94639  
Company no. NI059154  ROI charity no. CHY 6998  Company no. 426928  The Christian Aid name and logo are 
trademarks of Christian Aid. © Christian Aid March 2012 12-094-E

BOULEVARD SWING
Jazz band available for fund raising 

and all music events. 
Contact 01235 531683 or

Boulevardswingjazz.com

Summer is on the Way
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Feature

Confidence in discipleship

The Revd Dr Michael Beasley, 
Director of Mission at the 
Diocese of Oxford, said: 
“During the last year we have 
been thinking about Making 

Disciples as part of Bishop John’s Living 
Faith Initiative as we have listened to 
people around the Diocese. An issue 
that has been raised a number of times 
has been people’s confidence in sharing 
their faith with others and talking about 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus 
Christ. 

“In response to what we have 
heard, the Bishops and the Diocesan 
Missioners decided that it would be a 
good idea to hold a number of events 
in the archdeaconries on the theme of 
confidence and discipleship.”

The events were held in association 
with ReSource and two of their staff 
members Martin Cavender and Alison 
Morgan. ReSource is a ministry that 
provides resources and training and 
support to Anglican churches and 
dioceses to help them grow.

 Clergy, Licensed Lay Ministers and 
PCC members were invited by the 
bishops. Michael said: “We hope the 
days will have provided a springboard 
to enable churches to engage more 
confidently in making disciples. We are 
offering churches follow up that we 
hope will be useful to them, from our 
Diocesan Missioners and staff from the 
Department of Mission.” 

The workshop held at Christ Church, 
Abingdon, was opened by the Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud, who said: “If we are 
going to preach the Good News than 
we have to be good news. We have to 
take our own discipleship seriously. You 
can only continue to be effective as a 
deacon, priest or a Christian if you are 
paying close attention to how you follow 
Christ. You have to keep on learning, 
you never graduate, you are a disciple 
for life.”

Alison Morgan, thinker and writer 
at ReSource, described statistics that 
demonstrate how church growth has 
declined since 1851. (See the panel 
below.) 

If you have five per cent of the total 
population you have the capacity to 
have an impact on the population. We 
have at the very least 6.3 per cent so 
we do have the potential to grow. She 
asked the question of whether there is a 
market for Jesus, explaining that church 
decline is an issue and that we need to 
look at people’s aspirations and cultural 

environment. 
She highlighted how society has 

changed since the 1950s, introducing 
Janet and John, whose dad worked in 
the same office all his life and whose 
mother was at home, shopping at the 
local greengrocer and who knew all 
their neighbours. 

“It’s a caricature of London in the 
1960s. Then we started to see change, 
the way we think about the future 
and relationships and culture starts 
to change. The old story is no longer 
exciting so we run a new one.”

That new story involved creating our 
own identities, getting richer, moving 
around more, buying cars, changing 
jobs and stopping going to church. “The 
nature of our communities began to 
change. Twenty years ago we watched 
communism fail and some would 
suggest we are now watching capitalism 
fail. Both have something in common, 
a fundamental philosophy, and in both 
cases it’s not God. 

“As Christians we don’t just live in this 
story, we are not just British citizens we 
are citizens of Heaven. A parishioner 
isn’t someone who will be wearing a nice 
hat and making cucumber sandwiches, 
but someone who lives in a different 
way.”

She outlined some of the fundamental 
problems with society:                    
1. Crisis of purpose – how do you 

find meaning in life when your job is 
manufacturing crisp packets? Those 
with jobs in the current climate are 
fortunate.

Alison described a stockbroker who 
left his job to become a minister. As he 
left his colleagues cried as they lined up 
at his desk to say goodbye, because they 
were sad they were staying and wished 
they had his faith. 
2. A spirituality vacuum - when 
people stop believing in God they 
don’t believe in nothing: they believe 
in anything. She showed a slide of the 
Psychic Piglet – one of many place in 
Glastonbury where people can go to 
experience an alternative spirituality. 
3. Happiness – daily   life doesn’t 

deliver what it should. The 
Access Card – your flexible 
friend  – came out in the 70s, 
with the strap line  ‘It takes 
the waiting out of wanting’.  

Affluenza – people’s 
dissatisfaction – is inversely 
linked to the idea that 
money would make them 
happy, yet in 2011, 43.4 
million prescriptions were 

written for anti depressants 
in the UK.  Alison 
described the importance 
of relationships rather than 
money. She said: “Suffering 
in Africa is real but so is joy. 
Kenyan liturgy states: ‘I am 
because we are.’”

She then played a YouTube 
clip, in which Jeremy Paxman 
asks comedian Russell Brand 
about spirituality and is 
surprised when he says that 
he believes in God, prays and 
meditates. Russell says: “On 
the subject of consumerism I 
was seduced by it growing up 
in Essex and wanting to be 
famous.” He later said that 
he is attempting to align his 
desires with something less 
selfish, which is a struggle.

Alison said: “The story we 
are living in at the moment 
has plenty of negative 
things, plenty of lost people 
undergoing particular 
pressures. We are made in 
the image of God. Anything 
we write is going to have 
good things, positive and 
creative things. How can we 
live in a fulfilled way in our 
current story and as resident 
aliens with a foot in the 
kingdom?”

Alison compared current society to 
the culture Jesus was born into, with 
an expanding empire and new roads 
meaning there was a flourishing 
international trade, where ordinary 
people where struggling to live day-to-
day and pay their taxes. 

“Then Jesus came along talking 
about a new kingdom where children 
were tops. It was a new story into 
which he invited anyone who would 
like to go. He came to save the lost 
from the gutters of their lives.

“Ordinary working people left their 
homes and livelihoods to follow him. 
He was promising a new life and 
something more abundant than they 
had previously experienced.” 

The Diocese of Oxford Mission 
Department has a team of parish 
development, youth and children’s 
workers, discipleship experts, a fund 
raising adviser, vocations advisers 
and a team devoted to making a 
difference in the world.  The Diocese 
also has a Diocesan Missioners Team of 
specially trained people who encourage 
parishes and deaneries to increase their 
engagement with mission and evangelism. 
The team encompasses a wide range 
of interests and experience and where 
possible these are matched to a parish or 
deanery’s need. To find out more email 
micheal.beasley@oxford.anglican.org or 
call 01865  208251.

More than 1,500 people flocked 
to the Diocese’s Confidence 
in Discipleship workshops last 
month. Jo Duckles went along to 
find out what they were all about.

ONLINE

Comedian Russell Brand who floored Jeremy Paxman in a 
recent interview by saying he believed in God. Photo: Istock

•	 Prayer visiting from door to door
•	 Prayer walking in the community
•	 Questions of life - open events 

answering real questions
•	 Memory club for dementia sufferers, 

providing respite for carers
•	 Helping in schools and after school 

clubs
•	 Credit Unions, confidential help with 

debts and budgets
•	 Litter picking around schools and other 

localities
•	 Parenting course for young families
•	 Marriage courses for relationships
•	 Tribal chief - the person known and 

trusted in the community
•	 Occasional offices - baptisms, 

weddings, funerals
•	 Renewal of marriage/baptism vows - 

the Weddings Project
•	 Valentine’s Day and celebrations
•	 Services of Remembrance, including 

bereavement
•	 Men’s/women’s breakfasts and 

suppers
•	 Parent/toddler groups, ‘Messy Church’, 

Godly Play etc
•	 Beautiful Lives/Emmaus/Alpha/

Christianity Explored/Start! courses, 
perhaps away from church premises

•	 The God who is There and other 
discipleship courses

•	 Healing and/or prayer ministry on the 
streets, in homes and in church

•	 Messy church, café church
•	 Street Pastors
•	 Film club
•	 A mission weekend or week, including 

home meetings.
For more ideas see Roger Morgan’s Stay 
Evangelism (£3 from www.resource-arm.
net) and Ruth Adams and Jan Harney: 
Unlocking the Door - evangelism in the real 
world, Authentic Media.  

•	 1851: 60 per cent of adults were church goers
•	 1904: 33 per cent of adults were church goers
•	 1998 7.5 per cent of adults were church goers
•	 2010 6.3 per cent of adults were church goers.
•	 The average person in the UK is aged 37
•	 The average UK church goer is aged 47
•	 The average age of an Anglican is 61 and two 
       thirds of Anglicans are female 

The statistics:

Ideas from ReSource

@

‘He ( Jesus) came to save the 
lost from the gutters of their 
lives.’

For more from ReSource see 
www.resource-arm.net 
call 01749 672860 or 
email office@resource-arm.net. 

‘ You have to keep on 
learning. You never graduate, 
you are a disciple for life.’
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Feature

The tales of two churches

Christ Church, Abingdon, 
has lots happening which 
is good, writes the Revd 
Tim Davis.  However, seven 
years ago there was the 

sense we should do more listening 
together.  We didn’t stop activities but 
in our monthly prayer meeting and 
at other planning events and Council 
meetings we simply spent time in 
quiet listening.  At the end of each 
session we shared what we felt the 
Lord might be saying.  At heart we 
‘humbled ourselves by listening’.

To be honest it was not what we 
heard or felt in these times that 
seemed to be important.  It was the 
very act of quietly listening to God, of 
humbly coming together before Him 
that was the key.

It spoke of our dependence on 
Him.  It demonstrated to us all 
that He should be at the centre.  It 
reminded us that ‘all things come from 
Him’.

Since we started it has been 
remarkable.  Over the next few years 
and still today all types of opportunities 
have presented themselves before us 
– as a church or from individuals that 
have seemed to bear the marks of His 
hand.  These have come without effort 
from us.  We have simply taken hold 
of the opportunities and sought to 
run with them.  Some are flourishing, 
some tick over.  Ours is simply the 
joyful obedience of seeing God at work. 
The Revd Tim Davis is Vicar of Christ 
Church, Abingdon. 

Jenny Corr, a congregation member 
and church treasurer co-ordinates the 
Father’s Table - a broad collection of 
ministries that are summarised in a 
leaflet put together by the church. The 
Father’s Table alludes to the banqueting 
table that the Lord lays out for us and 
invites us all to. At the heart of the table 
are salvation and the promise of eternal 
life. Integral to this is the grace, mercy 
and love offered to God’s people, his 
church and to those in the community. 
The front of the leaflet quotes Isaiah 
61 vs 1 “…the Lord has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to bind up the broken hearted, 
to proclaim freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the 
prisoners.”

The Father’s Table Ministries 
include prison ministry, including 
visiting, providing Sunday services and 
restorative justice, Street Pastors who 
provide care and support for people 
on their way home from pubs and 
clubs late on Friday night and early 
into Saturday mornings, Abingdon 
Foodbank providing a three-day parcel 
of food to people who are going 
through crisis, Archway in Abingdon 
– bringing relief from the pain of 
loneliness by offering a listening ear, 

personal interest and opportunities for 
enjoying the company of others in a 
supportive environment. 

It also includes an International Café 
to help provide a place of welcome and 
conversation for overseas families and 
students, Gateway Money Help, helping 
those concerened about money to stay 
on top of things, to budget and manage 
their money, Fishy Music – to bring 
God’s message to the next generation 
by getting Bible stories into schools 
and Healing on the Streets, offering 
prayer for healing support to people in 
Northcourt Road on Saturday mornings.

Christ Church also has Prime Time 
– a holiday club for the Over 50s and a 
women’s ministry,  among other things 
going on within its community. Prime 
Time Activity Week is held at Christ 
Church, Abingdon in August,and began 
five years ago. It has grown to 170 
participants with others coming just to 
help. 

Maggie and Ian Snowball, who run it, 
said: “It was an exciting week with many 
different activities, speakers, afternoon 
outings and concluding with an 
excellent Pig Roast dinner for110 guests. 
Keith Dunnett, the associate Vicar spoke 
each day giving us an 
interesting thought 
on different fruits.”

 The aim of the 
club is to reach out to 
the North Abingdon 
community as well 
as church members 
and each year the 
number of outsiders 
grows. An offshoot 
to the activity week 
has been running a 
Prime Time Alpha 
and Beta and this 
year it has followed 
The Jesus Lifestyle 
course which has 
been well received. 

“We have seen 

people growing in their faith and 
moving on in their spiritual journey. 
It has been a privilege to be part of 
this work with older people and to be 
sharing and discussing in small groups,” 
said the Snowballs. 

Monthly walks continue for most of 
the year and a week away in Devon 
is organised in May. Table Tennis 
continues once a month and Croquet 
afternoons in the autumn were a new 
addition. 

They added: “We continue to long 
for more people from the community 
to take part in activities and be drawn 
into the fellowship. We have just started 
a Coffee, Cake and Chat time once a 
month which helps us keep contact with 
people we don’t know so well or who are 
on their own.Our thanks go to our very 
faithful and hard working committee 
and others who volunteer with coffee, 
lunches and other activities.”

The Door looks at what two 
churches are doing on a 
practical level to make an 
impact in their communities.

The Son.
We love him!

THE SON is a bright, newsy and 
challenging tabloid newspaper which 
aims to put Jesus back at the centre 
of society. Written and presented in 
an easy to read style, based on the 
UK’s biggest circulation newspapers, 
THE SON is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as well. 
The new edition of THE SON includes 
stories on Glen Campbell, Natalie 
Cole, Henry Olonga, American Idol 
winner Jordin Sparks, plus much 
more It’s an ideal tool for outreach. 

Why not use THE SON to 
reach your community?

Order your copies today by 
calling The Son hotline on 
01752 225623

ONLINE @

Above Prime Time members take to the Thames to go punting. 
Below, Abingdon Foodbank. Photos: Christ Church, Abingdon.

For more go to www.cca.uk.net/
northcourt/

Addiction
Counselling
Training
School

Gilead Foundations Addiction Counselling 

Training School at Risdon Farm, 

Jacobstowe, near Okehampton offers

the following Diploma  programme covering;
Restoration Ministry (11 courses) 
150 hours: £385
Recovery Support Counselling   (17 courses) 280 hours: 
£530
Addiction Studies (23 courses)  350 hours: £700

Gilead Foundations is also offering 
- Biblical Systematic theology
- The Holy Spirit
- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250
At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis Process 
Relapse Prevention programme with our clients.  
This training and the Genesis tools are used 
throughout the programme at Gilead: £318 We 
also have a correspondence course on counselling 
by Jay Adams: £954
If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about  ACTS 

or would like to make an application, 
please contact:  

Laura Alm  Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 

laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 

www.gilead.org.uk

TD April2012   10 28/03/2012   09:19



the Door ApRil 2012 11

Earlier this year St Mary’s 
Princes Risborough 
welcomed Bishop John to 
rededicate the church with 
its renewed interior, writes 

Debby Cadwallader. In a joyful service of 
celebration the Bishop praised the new 
stone floor, modern sound and visual 
system and new seating, reminding us 
that the nave of the church belongs to 
the people.

These facilities will allow us to achieve 
many of our objectives: to have different 
types of services, both traditional and 
modern, and to open the church to the 
community for many more activities. 
We hope to have more concerts, 
conferences and events with our local 
schools, at the same time as building on 
our pastoral work in our congregation 
and the wider community, fulfilling St 
Mary’s mission of sharing the love of 
Christ with all.

A good example of the church’s new 
flexibility was shown immediately after 
the service as the church was rearranged 
to seat 150 guests for a drinks reception 
and delicious two-course lunch followed 
by a quiz and entertainment. Our 
contractors commented afterwards: 
“We’ve been to many church 
rededications but never one like this!”

This was the culmination of many 
years of planning, fundraising and 
prayer. In the 1980s it was decided that 
we needed to improve our facilities with 
toilets, better access for the disabled, 
a parish office, vestry and meeting 
room and to renew the interior of the 
church. In 2008 the Chapter House 
adjoining the north side of the church 

was opened. This has transformed 
our use of the church, with the 
parish office open on some 
weekday mornings, community 
groups using the meeting room 
for a variety of activities, the Town 
Council holding its monthly 
meetings there and many church 
groups meeting too. For example, 
the disabled access means 
that some who would not 
otherwise be able to attend can 
come to a house group style 
meeting there. A monthly tea for 
the elderly is also very popular.

In January 2011 the church was closed 
for the work to renew the interior. The 
total needed to complete all the work 
was £1.4million and nearly all of this has 
been raised by the congregation. 
Now that the building work has 
been done, it is vital to make sure 
that we make the most effective 
use of the facilities that have been 
provided. 

So the PCC has undertaken a 
review of our aims and drawn up 
an action plan for maintaining 
and implementing our vision of 
making the church open to all in 
the community. We continue to 
underpin all this with prayer with 
a group which meets every week 
to pray specifically for our church 
project in all its aspects.

As our Rector, Revd David 
Williams told us when he was 
installed in 2009:

“We should expect great things 
from God; we should attempt 
great things for God.”

Feature

The tales of two churches

Wordsearch solution (from page seven)

ONLINE

Above the congregation, Bishop John and local dignitaries celebrate the renewal of St 
Mary’s. Right the Vicar David and Curate Jim entertain the congregation as the Dynamic 
Duo Photos: Peter Cline.

Award winning 

 

church furniture makers

Makers of quality bespoke 
 Church Furniture

www.fullers�nerfurniture.co.uk

• historic building conservation 
• reports and surveys 
• leadwork 
• specialist cleaning 
• repointing
• stone replacement 
• redecoration 
• stained glass conservation 
• SPAB trained

Dragon House, Putley, Ledbury 
Herefordshire. HR8 2RG
T:01531 670966    
www.wallwalkers.co.uk

roped access services
WALLWALKERS

To Advertise in the Month 

Call 

01752 225623

To Advertise In The Door 

Please Call  

01752225623 
or email  

roy@cornerstonevision.com

@For more on the Wycombe night shelter 
see: www.stmarysrisborough.org.uk

CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0412

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
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The Doorpost
Courses, training, conferences and workshops in April 2012.
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  
hung on church  noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or 
by post to Church House.  The deadline for the next issue is Friday 6 April 2012.

SUNDAY 1 APRIL 
 
COOKHAM:  Music and readings for 
Palm Sunday at Holy Trinity Church at 
6.30pm - ‘Lead us into Holy Week’.  
 
SANDFORD-ON-THAMES: Handel’s 
Messiah sung by the church choir 
at St Andrew’s Church at 6.30pm. 
All welcome, no charge. Tel: 01865 
748848. 
 
TUESDAY 3 APRIL 
 
OXFORD: Queen’s College Chapel 
Lent concert at 6pm - 7pm. Bach 
Cantatas BWV 127 and BWV 4. 
Free admission. Details at www.op59.
net/lent2012.html or phone 01865 
246809. 
 
WEDNESDAY 4 APRIL 
 
TILEHURST: Reading concert singers 
and church choirs perform Stainer’s 
‘Crucifixion’ at St Mary Magdalen at 
7.30pm. Details 01189425290. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY 6 APRIL 
 
WHITLEY: St Agnes Church are 
holding a concert by Reading concert 
singers and church choirs ‘Crucifixion’ 
by Stainer at 7.30pm. Details 
01189425290. 
 
SUNDAY 8 APRIL 
 
COOKHAM:  Choral Evening Eucharist 
for Easter Day at 6.30pm at Holy Trinity 
Church.  
 
THURSDAY 12 APRIL 
 
BICESTER: Oxfordshire Play 
Association Family day for armed 
forces families and local communities 
at Bicester Garrison OX25 2LD from 
10am - 3pm. Details 01865 779474. 
 
SATURDAY 14 APRIL 
 
ETON: ‘A Time to Shine’ - a day of 
prayer around Dorney Lake for with 
guest speaker The Rt Revd Alan 
Wilson, Bishop of Buckingham.  This 
day will begin at St John the Evangelist, 
Eton at 10am. Details from Janet Binns 
on 01753 831277 or janet.binns@
oxford.anglican.org 
 
ALDWORTH: ‘Spiral Sax’ in concert at 
St Mary’s Church in aid of conservation 
of the Aldworth Giants. Begins at 
7.30pm. Cost £10 (incl wine and 
nibbles). Details 01491 874399 or 
email michael@soamesonline.com 
 
COOKHAM DEAN: Organ concert 
by David Goode at St John the Baptist 
Church SL6 9PD at 7.30pm. Cost 
£10. Details 01628 529861. 
 
SUNDAY 15 APRIL 
 
DORCHESTER ABBEY: The 
Bishop of Oxford and Archdeacon of 
Buckingham invite you to celebrate 
Eucharist at Dorchester Abbey at 

3pm to mark the Centenary of the 
Diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman. 
Preacher: The Rt Revd Oswald Swartz, 
Bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman. 
Tickets available from 01865 208266. 
 
DUCKLINGTON: Fritillary Sunday at 
St Bartholomew’s Church from 9.30am 
to 5.30pm (ploughman’s lunches and 
teas available between 11.30am - 
2pm). Details 01993 772175 or 01993 
776625. 
 
MONDAY 16 APRIL 
 
ABINGDON:  ‘Crazy for you’ musical 
peformed by Abingdon Operatic 
Society at Amey Theatre, Abingdon 
School OX14 1DE at 7.30pm. Begins 
today until 21 April. Box office 01235 
834383 or www.abingdonoperatic.
co.uk 
 
THURSDAY 19 APRIL 
 
DEDDINGTON: A History of 
Christianity in fifteen objects at 
Deddington Parish Church. ‘Spoon 
from the Solovetsky Islands’ by Mrs 
Xenia Dennen, Chair of the Keston 
Institute, at 7.30pm. Details at www.
historyofchristianity.org.uk 
 
SATURDAY 21 APRIL 
 
BENSON: Oxfordshire Play 
Association Family day for armed 
forces families and local communities 
at Benson sports field OX10 6LZ  from 
10am - 3pm. Details 01865 779474. 
 
OXFORD: The Oxford Centre for 
Spiritual Growth are holding a day 
exploring the poetry of Mary Oliver 
and the art of Georgia O’Keefe at the 
Friends meeting House, St Giles from 
11am to 4pm. Details 07919 517 516. 
 
DORCHESTER ABBEY:  John Piper 
and the Church exhibition begins today 
until 10 June 2012. Tel: 01865 340007 
or www.johnpiperandthechurch.co.uk 

OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
are holding a choral concert ‘Fit for a 
Queen’ to celebrate the Queen’s 86th 
birthday. Begins at 8pm. Tickets £12 
(conc £10). Details 01865 286846. 
 
READING: Douai Abbey, Upper 
Woolhampton (RG7 5TQ) are holding 
a concert performed by Reading Bach 
Choir ‘Immortal Bach’ at 7.45pm. 
Tickets £15. Details 0118 947 0104 or 
email tickets@readingbachchoir.org 
 
FLACKWELL HEATH: Come and 
explore your vocation at a Vocations 
Breakfast at Christ Church, Chapel 
Road HP10 9AA from 8.30am - 
12.30pm. Cost £3.50 (pay on the 
door). Details 01494 670389 or 

01494 772914. 
 
WEDNESDAY 25 APRIL 
 
TURVILLE: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 01491 
571231. 
 
THURSDAY 26 APRIL 
 
OXFORD: Lunchtime talks on Charles 
Dickens at St Giles’ Church. ‘Why 
Dickens?’ by Robert Douglas-Fairhurst. 
Details www.ocsg.uk.net or phone 
07919 517516. 
 
SATURDAY 28 APRIL 
 
GREAT MISSENDEN: The Great 
Missenden Choral Society will perform 
‘Music from the Countryside’ at the 
Parish Church at 7.30pm. Tickets 
£12.50 (students and children £6). 
Details 01494 890088. 
 
ALDWORTH: Jumble sale in aid of St 
Mary’s Church from 2pm to 4pm in the 
village hall. Details 01635 578239. 
 

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
SUNDAYS: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in priory room); 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong.
WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm).
AFTER EIGHT: Time to reflect, time to pray.  Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 
EASTER SERVICES: Please contact the Cathedral Office for details of all Easter services (01865 276155). 

Tel: 01865 276155  www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Im
age ©

 T
he Piper Estate 2012

Full scale working cartoon for the John Betjeman Memorial Window 
at Farnborough, Berkshire 1986.  Visit the John Piper and the Church 
Exhibition at Dorchester Abbey from 21 April to 10 June.

To Advertise in the Month Call 

01752 225623

To Advertise In The Door Please Call  

01752 225623 
or email  

roy@cornerstonevision.com
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Sanctuary Care Limited is a subsidiary of Sanctuary Housing Association, an exempt charitySanctuary Care Limited is a subsidiary of Sanctuary Housing Association, an exempt charity

  
Features of our homes include:

•  Spacious en-suite bedrooms

•  Sumptuous home-cooked meals

•  Activities and entertainment

•  Beautiful enclosed gardens

Established in 1995, Sanctuary Care is a
professional, financially sound, 
not-for-profit organisation –

www.sanctuary-care.co.uk Email: care@sanctuary-housing.co.uk 

Our dedicated teams provide a combination of care
options including residential, respite and specialist
dementia care.

Afraid to talk 
about care? 

Wantage Nursing
Home
Garston Lane,
Wantage,
Oxfordshire
OX12 7AR
Tel: 01235 774320

Watlington & District 
Nursing Home
Hill Road,
Watlington,
Oxfordshire
OX49 5AE
Tel: 01491 613400

Yarnton Residential
and Nursing Home
Rutten Lane,
Yarnton,
Oxfordshire
OX5 1LW
Tel:   01865 849195

Caton House Residential and Nursing Home
37 Epsom Grove, 
Bletchley, 
Milton Keynes, 
Buckinghamshire 
MK3 5NR
Tel: 01908 630670

Here they can experience a wide variety of tailored
entertainment and activities , whilst also enjoying a
warm social atmosphere and homely surroundings.
A nutritious lunch is provided, as well as tea and
coffee throughout the day. Personal care is also
offered on a daily basis.

Our specialist team understand that each resident
needs to be treated as an individual and receive a
service appropriate to their needs. Please contact
us to find out more.

Caton House 
Day Care Centre - 

Caton House Nursing Home offers a day
care service for frail elderly and those with
dementia who are looking to socialise
with people of their own age range.

Opening Hours 
Monday - Friday 
9.30am - 4pm
(closed Bank Holidays)

UNIVERSAL CARE
always there

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently
has vacancies and applications
are welcomed.
A registered Charity with a
Christian foundation, the
Hospital is situated a mile
south of Winchester. Each
Brother lives independently
and occupies a flat which he
furnishes himself.
Further information and an application form are
obtainable from:
Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD
Tel: 01962 878218
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 202751

To Advertise in the Month Call 

01752 225623
To Advertise In The Door Please Call  

01752 225623 
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Founded in 1480, the choir of Magdalen College, Oxford, is one 
of �ve ancient Choral foundations of Oxford and Cambridge. 
In addition to their regular services during term time, the Choir of men and boys 
enjoys an international reputation with a busy schedule of tours, broadcasts and 
concerts.  Alongside a number of critically acclaimed recordings they have 
performed at the BBC Proms and on tour across Europe, Japan and America.

Generous scholarships are available for boys to attend Magdalen College School; 
boys get to live at home whilst enjoying a world-class music and academic educa-
tion.  Choral and Organ Scholarships are available to undergraduate and postgradu-
ate members of the College reading for degrees in a wide range of subjects.

For more information, or to arrange an informal interview and audition, please 
contact the Director of Music by email: choir@magd.ox.ac.uk or visit our website.

www.magd.ox.ac.uk

Christ Church Cathedral School
3 Brewer Street

Oxford OX1 1QW

AUDITIONS
for

CHORISTERS AGED 7/8
at CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL

for SEPTEMBER 2012
Substantial subsidy from the Cathedral puts this 
opportunity within the reach of many families

For more information
Contact Miss Diane Price 01865 242561

registrar@cccs. org.uk

Deciding on a school for your children 
is a tremendously important choice. 
In many cases a child’s primary 
and secondary education can have 
repercussions throughout life. 
With growing concerns surrounding 
much of education in Britain today, it should 
come as little surprise that Christian schools 
maintain their popularity with parents, 
providing a strong spiritual and moral basis in 
all that they do. The more disciplined style of 
education seems to bear fruit and their academic 
results continue to impress and in many cases 
improve. 
Christian schools continue to be popular and 
are approached by parents from across the 
denominations, as well as other faiths, who 
wish to ensure that their children can enjoy a 
start to life based on a firm foundation.
Christian Schools, therefore, often have waiting 
lists or entrance examinations to help them 
maintain their standards of excellence, or 
offer open days for parents and prospective 
pupils to look around at what is on offer. Many 
schools will be having Open Days for the year 
starting in September which will give you 
the opportunity to look around your chosen 
school and start planning in advance. Apart 
from seeing the quality of the premises and 
resources, an Open Day gives the potential 
pupil and their parents the opportunity to meet 
some of the staff or existing pupils and get a 
real feel of the school. 
We’ve all heard of singing for our supper but 
both subsidies and scholarships offer the chance 

for boys who might otherwise have been unable 
to join the choirs at some of Oxford’s finest 
schools to soar. Both Christ Church Cathedral 
School Choir and the Choir of Magdalen 
College have fine reputations on a national and 
international level. To be accepted into these 
schools gives a tremendous start in life for the 
musically minded with talent.

Looking forwards to 
a new school year

Open Morning
 19TH MAY 2012

Preparation for top public schools
IAPS, CO-ED, BOARDING & DAY,  
PREP SCHOOL FOR 3-13 YEAR OLDS 
Are you looking for a school where children have the 
opportunity to experience and learn a wide range of 
academic, sporting and musical disciplines?
Swanbourne House School offers:
• A broad curriculum and fantastic activities    
• Flexible boarding and an extended day   
• After School Care and Holiday Clubs
• Tuition for most musical instruments and singing
• Preparation for top Public Schools • Small class sizes
• Excellent sports facilities • Idyllic rural setting

For details contact Mrs C Hollowday  
tel. 01296 720 264 | office@swanbourne.org 
www.swanbourne.org

Advertisement Feature
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Books

A conservatory is a wonderful way to extend your 
living area but too often they become the least used 
room in the home becoming too hot in summer and 
too cold in the winter. Installing conservatory blinds 
from Thomas Sanderson, could prove the difference 
between a comfortable and stylish retreat and a 
room that’s out of bounds for much of the year.

Unique solar reflective fabrics cleverly reflect the 
sun’s rays during the summer and reverse the 
effect during winter keeping the cold at bay. Each 
Thomas Sanderson conservatory blind is individually 
measured, handcrafted and installed by their experts.

For roof blinds and hard to reach places, the 
exclusive Platinum power system is the ideal solution 
for ultimate control – simply operate your blinds at 
the touch of a button. Choose from more than 1000 
colours, fabrics and style combinations, including 
the new Laura Ashley fabric collection, all backed by 
their comprehensive five year guarantee.

View the entire collection yourself by arranging a 
free home design consultation and see first hand 
how Thomas Sanderson can transform your home.

For every 2 blinds  
you buy, choose 
a 3rd absolutely 

FREE*
For more information visit 
www.tsoffer.co.uk

*To claim this discount 
and to order your FREE 

brochure call  
0800 220 603  

and quote reference D368B

Limited period only.  Terms and conditions apply.

Year round 
conservatory 

living
Transform your conservatory for 
less with 3 for 2 on all made to 
measure conservatory blinds

An advertisement feature by Thomas Sanderson

How can Christians be helped to 
engage with the Bible?  These 
three very different books all aim 

to do this in different ways.
The Bible Book by Book is aimed 

primarily at young people and those 
working with them (much of it was 
originally published in Youthwork 
magazine).  It is by far the most 
attractively produced of the three, with 
coloured photos or maps on almost 
every page.  It works in turn through 
each book of the Bible – most get three 
pages – using the headings ‘title and 
style’, ‘GPS’ (the geography behind 
the book), ‘background’ and ‘detail’.  
The principle of putting the books in 
their contexts is a helpful one, and 
the detailed comments pick up various 
points of interest.  However, not least 
because it takes very conservative 
positions on matters such as the 
authorship and dating of the books, it is 
not a resource that most people would 
regard as a reliable guide.

Route 66 also takes its reader through 
the Bible, though with sections focusing 
on eight biblical genres (Old Testament 
narrative, Old Testament law, the gospels 
etc) rather than commenting on each 
book.  Just as the historic US highway 
Route 66 passes through various terrains, 
so Krish Kandiah aims to take the reader 
on a journey through the different kinds 
of literature in the Bible.  The book is 

presented as an eight-week study course 
– for each genre there are five ‘days’ of 
material, each with some questions on a 
particular biblical text, and finally one 
‘small group study’. 

Route 66 assumes its readers already 
have a reasonable knowledge of the 
Bible, but may struggle to make sense 
of this for their life.  So it offers various 
guidelines.  For example in the week 
looking at the epistles: 

Day One draws attention to stylistic, 
thematic and contextual differences 
between them (and ‘applicational’ 
differences between what the epistles say 
and the contemporary church),

Day Three encourages attention 
to all three of intellect, emotion and 
action, while  Day Four thinks about the 
implications of Christians reading them 
as part of a ‘diverse and visible global 
community’.

Or in the week looking at the Psalms, 
Day Four looks at the parallelism in 
Hebrew poetry, while Day Five considers 
how they speak for Jesus, of Jesus and to 
Jesus.

In general Route 66 is a really helpful 
and accessible way in to thinking about 
what to do with the biblical texts (the 
individual Bible studies are probably 
more demanding on prior knowledge 
and on intellectual effort than the main 
sections of the book).  While I would 
not agree with everything it says, those 
who take it seriously will become more 

intelligent readers of 
the Bible, aware of what 
they are doing in their 
interpretation – and if at 
points they have to work 
out why they disagree too, 
they will probably have 
learned even more.  

Making Sense of the 
Bible takes a further 
step back from the 
content of the Bible to 
think about what should 
happen when we read 
the Bible.  Helen-Ann 
Hartley (until recently a 
tutor at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon) thinks this 
should be encounter 
(chapter 3) through 
conversation (chapter 4), 
paying attention to stories 
(chapter 1) and context 
(chapter 2).  Her aim is to go beyond 
making sense of the Bible to ‘make sense 
of who we are in relationship to God’.  
So throughout we are asked to give heed 
both to the Bible and to ourselves as 
readers – our stories and contexts are 
important, as are those of the texts.

Making Sense of the Bible is very short 
– it is only 88 pages long, including 
eleven pages of notes.  It packs a lot of 
suggestive discussion and illustration 
(especially from art) in to this space – 
for example ‘Paintings are kept safe in 

galleries, but perhaps there is a risk of 
overprotecting the Bible in carefully 
controlled environments such as the 
church, and the lecture room?’ (page 
4).  I am not convinced it contains 
enough guidance to help someone who 
feels their practice is very different but 
doesn’t know what to do about this.  
However I could imagine lights going 
on in the minds of some people as 
they read it and they recognise what is 
actually sometimes going on – at its best 
– when they read the Bible.  

Three new guides to  opening up The Word
By Keith Beech-Gruneberg

Making Sense of the Bible 
Helen-Ann Hartley
SPCK 
£7.99
ISBN: 9780281064052

The Bible Book by Book 
Cris Rogers
Monarch Books 
£14.99
ISBN: 978-0857210166

Route 66 
Krish Kandiah
Monarch Books 
£8.99
ISBN: 978085721
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Set in several acres of grounds, nestling amongst the beech woods of 
the Chilterns, The Wycliffe Centre is an ideal place to enjoy a relaxing 
conference, retreat or just simply a peaceful break in a rural location.

Advertisement Feature

Lanzarote
Playa Blanca

Affordable 
family villa 

Ideal for Family 
Holidays & 

Long Winter Breaks

Tel 01454 260619
www.lanzarotevilladirect.co.uk

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

Holidays Abroad

Insurance

Holidays at Home
Our

Loire Valley
Tranquil riverside village 

house near Saumur 
 is available from 

April to end September
Simply furnished but with all mod 

cons; fishing from the garden; 
good food, swimming, cycling, 

tennis etc nearby.
 From £250 per week inclusive; 

reductions possible for Clergy etc... 
Sleeps up to 6+.

Contact on
Evenings: 01993 813569 or

Anytime: 07976 438336
christine.zwart@btinternet.com

ITALY
Near Romantic Rome
Self catering in rural 

tranquillity, sleeps 2-4.
Wonderful views, historic

village.  Tel: 07836 650834
villagirasole@hotmail.com
www.villettagirasole.com

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome 

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

PPPP Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

SHERBORNE
Short breaks in Dorset
Elegant, spacious, 2 bed,

apartment in listed building
close to Abbey Church.

Open all year.
Please ring for brochure:

01404 841367

DOMFRONT
LOWER NORMANDY

Two bedroom cottage 
in rural setting

70 miles from Caen. 
Shops in local villages

Twin room/family room/cot

Tel. 01935 814324
Email. patatkinson11@gmail.com

Free Tennis and Pool || Big Discounts on golf
Fabulous views

ALGARVE

Contact Mr Peake on 01935 891241
www.1valedolobo.co.uk

Vale do Lobo
Villa for 4+ nr beach.

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

GATWICK
3 - 4 mins 

GABLE END

TEL: 01293 783679
www.gable-end.com

A warm Irish welcome to our
family run B&B. En-suite rooms

& full English breakfast.
Courtesy transport & car parking

To Advertise in the Month Call To Advertise Please Call  01752 225623

IRELAND
Greystones 

Co. Wicklow
Attractive Home for 

Holiday
All mod cons, near sea. 

Dart Station Shops - 
in Quiet Area

Reductions for Clergy
Ring 00353-1-2876805

0118 9787018

Vézelay
Burgundy

Self-catering in heart 
of medieval village

Sleeps 2-12
Tel: 01865 557454

www.gitevezelay.co.uk

Conferences, Training, 
Church Weekends, 

Alpha Away 
Days & Retreats

The Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green
High Wycombe, Bucks

HP14 3XL
Tel: 01494 682266

e: centre_enquiries@wycliffe.org

www.wycliffecentre.org

A place to relax, be 
together and learn

Both professional 
and flexible, The 
Wycliffe Centre 
offers accom-
modation for up 
to 200 people 
and conference 
facilities for up 
to 160 people in 
a wide range of 
room sizes and 
styles, to cater 
for individual 
requirements.

“A great haven of 
refreshment and 
encouragement”.

Sponsored Feature

10%

DISCO
UNT

w
ith this advert

Conditions apply Web Developer Required
We are looking for a talented and enthusiastic web 
developer to join our team. The successful candidate 
must have a thorough understanding of HTML, CSS and 
JavaScript; some experience of ColdFusion, jQuery and 
MySQL would also be an advantage.

We would welcome applications for part-time, as well as 
full-time, with a salary to match experience.

Chapel Studios is the leading web agency for Church of 
England Dioceses, and are also the developers of the 
national myCofE iPhone app. We are based in Moreton-
in-Marsh, Gloucestershire.

Should you wish to be considered please send your CV, 
marked up in HTML, accompanied by a covering letter 
explaining why you would be suitable and with URLs of 
previous work to: recruitment@chapel-studios.co.uk

Closing date: Friday 20th April.  No agencies.

www.chapel-studios.co.uk

Vacancies & Appointments

Travel Insurance
Arranged for The Door Readers

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

SUPERB TOP QUALITY ANNUAL AND SINGLE TRIP 
TRAVEL INSURANCE  

WITH HIGHER THAN NORMAL AGE LIMITS

CAR
HIRE

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and,  
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

SPECIAL OFFER: 5% DISCOUNT OFF ANY SINGLE TRIP 
POLICY FOR ANY HOLIDAY DEPARTING IN 2012

We are based in the UK and your call will be answered
by a real person...not a machine!!!

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~

SNOWDONIA
NEAR BALA

Delightful period riverside cottage
in peaceful surroundings - glorious

views. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, immac-
ulate throughout. Also 2 bedroom 

cottage style bungalow.
Short Breaks available.

01341 450238
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CONTINUING
EDUCATION

   Interested in Theology?

& Religious Studies 
A one-year, part-time course

Starts September 2012

Visit the Open Evening

Apply by 31 May 2012
 

Details at:  www.conted.ox.ac.uk/ther

or email: ppaward@conted.ox.ac.uk
(TD 04/12)
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Price is per person based on two people sharing with economy flights from Gatwick. Savings featured are per couple. Bookings 
to be made through Peter Goord Ltd. Holidays and offers are subject to availability and change. Terms and conditions apply.

For more details please contact :                                   0800 048 1055

5s  Maldives 
 from £1479pp
Velassaru 
7 nights room & breakfast
Deluxe bungalow 
8, 11 & 13 July 2012
Ref: IO0001
Flights based on British 
Airways from Gatwick

Save up to £300 per couple

4.5s  Maldives 
 from £2299pp
Maafushivaru 
7 nights full board
Beach villa 
17, 19, 23 & 25 Sep 2012
Ref: IO0625
Flights based on Emirates 
from Gatwick

Save up to £120 per couple

5s  Maldives 
from £1395pp
Kurumba 
7 nights room & breakfast
Superior room 
1, 5 & 9 Sep 2012
Ref: IO0020
Flights based on Emirates 
from Gatwick

Save up to £133 per couple

Peter Goord_fullpage_261x340_02.indd   1 24.02.12   16:46
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Letters & comment

Audio version

by the Rt Revd John Pritchard
Comment

Sight impaired 
people can 
get a free 

audio verison 
of the Door by 
contacting the 

Oxford Diocese 
on 01865 
208227

Editor: Jo Duckles  Tel: 01865 208227
Email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
Editorial Assistant/Distribution: Debbie Dallimore
Tel: 01865 208225 Email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  Roy Perring Tel: 01752 225623  
Email: roy@cornerstonevision.com
Deadline for May 2012:  Friday 6 April
Published Monday 23 April

The Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance (Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). 
The registered office is Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 ONB. Tel: 01865 
208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability of our advertisements, their inclusion in  The 
Door does not guarantee it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

The up and coming God

Comings and Goings:
Revd Dr Mark Butchers will take over from 
Revd Canon Anthony Elllis as Area Dean of the 
Deanery of Oxford; Revd Chris Collinge will 
retire from her post as Team Vicar at Stantonbury 
with Willen Parish; Revd Catharine Morris has 
taken up post as Parish Development Adviser for 
Berkshire; Revd Dr Simon Thorn will take up 
post as Curate in Training at Hermitage, Newbury 
(this is in addition to his  post as Chaplain at 
Downe House School). The following have been 
given permission to officiate: Revd Richard 
Cheek; Revd Pam Gordon. It is with sadness 
we recall the deaths of: Revd Canon Richard 
France; The Ven David Griffiths and Revd 
Arthur Moore. 

The  message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 1 Corinthians 1:18

I’ve just looked back through the 
files of these ‘Thoughts’ for the Door 
- unbelievably, twenty years of them! 
Pretty well every April I’ve written about 
Easter. So this year, for a change, I’m 

going to reflect on the day we often miss out, 
Good Friday. 

Palm Sunday is fun - there might even be a 
donkey! The children can wave palms and we 
can sing ‘All glory, laud and honour’. Most 
churches have plenty of people in church on 
that day of high drama. Then, a week later, 
the church is full for Easter. There are white 
lilies in the chancel, gold frontals on the 
altar, and the lighting of the Easter fire as we 
begin. 

But in between comes the day which is 
the hinge, the fulcrum, of the whole story, 
Good Friday - and, sad to say, the church 
will probably not be packed. Indeed, in most 
churches it would be surprising if even half 
of those who turned up on Palm Sunday and 
who turn up at Easter put in an appearance.

In a sense, that’s cheating, isn’t it? The 
triumphal entry of the previous Sunday and 
the glorious victory of the following one 
would be meaningless without the dreadful 
events of that Friday. It is ‘good’ Friday not 
because what happened to Jesus was ‘good’ 
(it was horrible and brutal), but because its 
consequences were. 

It is through that sacrifice of love that 
sins are forgiven, just as it was through the 
resurrection on Easter Day that the sons and 
daughters of earth are able to share the risen 
life of the Son of God.

Many towns have a united procession 
and open air service on Good Friday. That 
seems entirely appropriate. This story, of all 
stories, took place in the open air, a spectacle 
exposed to public view. It was through the 
streets of Jerusalem that Jesus carried his 
cross, and it was under a darkened April 
sky that he breathed his last. Golgotha - a 
more sinister sounding name than the Latin 
‘Calvary’ - was the location, a rocky outcrop 
beyond the city wall, its name simply meaning 
‘the place of the skull’. 

It’s not a pretty story, of course. No palms, 
no hosannas, no Easter flowers - though ‘in 
the place where he was crucified there was a 
garden’. Perhaps it’s the stark reality of the 
event which tempts us to hold back and wait 
for better news on the third day.

But Good Friday is good news. In fact it is 
the Good News, for without it we should be 
unforgiven and unredeemed. And without 
the death, there can’t be resurrection, 
so Friday’s sorrow is the key to Sunday’s 
celebrations.

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broadcaster 
and the author of many books. www.davidwinter-author.co.uk

Thought for 
the Month

By David Winter

I find it pretty hard to keep up with 
the up and coming stars, bands, 
TV personalities, sportsmen and 
women, gizmos, ‘must-haves’ and 

the like. None of us now can keep up 
with everything. There’s too much 
going on, too much communication 
traversing the world.

Indeed, when I think I’m on top of 
a situation I try and remember Woody 
Allen saying: “Confidence is what 
you have before you understand the 
problem.”

So I’m not confident about keeping 
up with much. But I am confident 
about one up and coming personality, 
and that’s the person of Jesus Christ at 
Easter.

Easter tells the story of an up-and-
coming God, a God who loved the 
world too much to leave it in the hole it 
had dug for itself. In Christ he showed 
the way out of the hole as he rose 
from the hole (the grave) that Easter 
morning. 

It’s often said that the resurrection 
of Jesus was something that went on 
inside people’s heads, but what is basic 
in the gospel stories is that the disciples 
met a risen Jesus after discovering 
that his tomb was empty. What’s also 
basic is that a group of demoralised 
and frightened men and women were 
completely turned around by something 
so astonishing it was like the birth of a 
new world. 

There were 11 men and a few women 
that morning in Jerusalem. Now 
there are more than two billion of us. 
Something amazing happened. This 
wasn’t wish fulfilment or hallucination.

It was God, up-and-coming. 
And it has been the experience of 

millions of people that God will rise up 
and come afresh into our own lives if 
we let him roll away the stone and let in 
the light.
The Rt Revd John Pritchard is the Bishop 

of Oxford.  

LETTERS

Change is not bad
As I see it, the Anglican Church 
bends over backwards to 
accommodate traditionalists, 
particularly regarding the rights 
of women and the acceptance 
of gay people. Traditionalists are 
apparently entitled to their views. 
   I’m an ordinary churchgoing 
Anglican and a simple soul, 
and haven’t yet managed to 
negotiate the confusing tangle 
of intellectual barbed wire which 
seems to surround many issues, 
but I’m not sure people are 
entitled to certain views. 

If I didn’t want a black 
priest because Jesus and his 
Apostles weren’t black, am I 
really entitled to this opinion? 
With our modern appreciation 
of human rights have come 
many new things, but change 
clearly isn’t always bad: when 
human sacrifice went out of 

Where’s the place 
for traditionalists?
Re: Another Step on the Journey 

(March 2012 Door). Having read 
the first paragraph it became very 
clear that, should the legislation 
creating women bishops go 
through, there will be no place for 
traditionalists. 

As far as the Revd Rosie 
Harper is concerned, after July of 
this year, traditionalists can pack 
their bags and find somewhere 
that might take them in. Does the 
Church not realise that there are 
still many people who have very 
little, if any, comfort with women 
in ministry and certainly would 
have no comfort with women  as 
bishops. Instead of pushing this 
legislation through as quickly as 
possible, further thought should 
be given to many unashamedly 
staunch traditionalist church 
members and the position they 
could find themselves in. Will it 
simply be a case of ‘like it or lump 
it’ or defect to Rome?

Those of us who treasure our 
traditional Church values, like 
using the Book of Common 
Prayer, the Authorised Version of 
the Bible and having male priests, 
especially in the Bishopric, have 
been tolerated. 

As a traditionalist I would like to 
know what provision the Diocese 
of Oxford is planning to make 
for traditional church members, 
many of whom have devoted a 
lifetime to  church membership, 
involving countless hours of 
voluntary work? Such activities 
have kept the Christian church 
in the forefront of the nation’s 
spiritual life throughout the ages. 
Together with other traditionalists, 
I await with interest news of 
further developments. I fear 
however this will simply be a case 
of ‘that lot will soon shut up and 
go elsewhere.’ Tinker too much 
and you will wake up one Sunday 
morning with no Church at all in a 
secular society. 

David J Copp, Chesham,Bucks.

I am very sorry that Mr Copp 
feels that once there are women 
bishops there will be no place for 
him in the Church of England. 
The last few years have been 
spent trying to ensure the very 
opposite. Despite the vast 
majority of church members 
being fully supportive of full 
equality for women, huge effort 
has gone into creating a Measure 
that will safeguard a space for 

traditionalists. Any church will 
continue to have the opportunity 
to request that Episcopal oversight 
of their community be exercised 
by a man. No woman bishop 
would ever wish to impose her 
ministry on anyone unwilling to 
receive it, and the safeguards in 
the new measure will secure this. 

It is not clear what evidence Mr 
Copp has to back his suggestion 
that the wonderful work that 
he has done for God and the 
Church has been in any way 
compromised by the existence 
of women priests, indeed there 
are many flourishing parishes 
with female incumbents. If there 
are some who leave the church 
once we have women bishops 
it will not be because any of us 
wish them to leave , but simply 
because they choose to do so.

The Revd Rosie Harper, 
vicar of Great Missenden and 
Chaplain to the Bishop of 
Buckingham.  

vogue among the Mayans, I’m 
sure many said: ‘but we’ve been 
doing this for millennia!’        

The scourge of homophobia 
in Africa, with human rights 
abuses, has undoubtedly been 
influenced by religious thinking 
there and yet the Church 
continues with its Neville 
Chamberlain like appeasement 
of the African bishops. 

I sometimes wonder if, when 
Jesus was handing over the keys 
of the kingdom to Peter, he was 
acknowledging that the universal 
Church would have to change 
in the light of contemporary 
truths such as science, human 
experience, and human rights. 
Surely, our faith is a flower 
opening through the centuries 
into blossom, not a slab of 
indelibly engraved granite.  

Daniel Emlyn-Jones,  
St Mary and St John, Cowley, 

Competition Winners
The winners of last month’s prize draw were 
Claire Everfield of Finstock, near Charlbury in 
Oxfordshire and David Hill of Wash Common, 
Newbury, Berkshire. They will each receive 
a copy of Lord Carey of Clifton, the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s, new book We 
Don’t Do God. 
  The book examines how it is possible in 
a country with an established Church and 
a Queen who by tradition, ‘defends the 
faith’ that Christianity is being marginalised 
and even discriminated against in our 21st 
century as a whole.

‘Confidence is what you 
have before you understand 
the problem.’

‘God will rise up and come 
afresh in our lives.’
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God in the life of... 

Modupe did not realise 
how difficult life is for 
many immigrants in 
the UK until she came 
here from Nigeria with 

her family to take a high flying job in 
finance for a multi national company.

“I began to realise it was God who 
helped my family come to this country. 
I kept meeting people with better 
qualifications than me who were facing 
deportation or doing menial jobs,” said 
Modupe. I met her on a spring day at 
Campsfield House, a detention centre 
in Oxfordshire for immigrants, where 
she told me her story. 

“I grew up serving in an Anglican 
family church and in 1988 I had a 
personal encounter with the Lord.  I 
was already four years into married life 
and was having a difficult phase,” she 
said. She says she didn’t feel close to 
God when she went to Polytechnic and 
married a Muslim. 

“There was little or nothing of God in 
the relationship. It was like hell was let 
loose and I remember many incidents 
that troubled me. On a particular 
evening God would not let me go. I had 
a dream and woke up very distressed.” 
Her younger sister was staying with her, 
and Modupe walked into her room in 
the middle of the night saying “this 
nightmare is too real.” 

“I didn’t expect my younger sister 
to be the one leading me to God. She 
was deep in the Lord, very fervent and 
committed. 

“She encouraged me to confess my 
sin and it was as if a weight was taken 
from me. I realised my sin was forgiven. 
I felt redeemed, loved and that was the 
turning point.” 

That was 23 years ago, and since then 
Modupe has worked as an accountant 
for various organisations in Nigeria. 
Her husband, Olabode converted to 
Christianity in 1992 and when they 
moved, with their three children, now 
aged 27, 25 and 18, in 1998, Modupe 
was serving with her pastor in their 
church in Lagos. 

“We knew there would be ministry 
involved in our journey, but we didn’t 
know how God was going to work it out,” 
says Modupe. The family worshipped in 
various churches until 2002, when they 
got together with three families to set up 
Word Fountain Christian Ministries – a 
Pentecostal church in Oxford. 

“I’m grateful for the Anglican 
upbringing; I still sing the hymns 
and choruses and thank God for my 
Sunday School teachers. They provided 
important fundamental steps that I had 
to take and shaped my life, even my 
return to God was because I had that 

input,” she says. 
In 2010 she became a volunteer 

religious visitor at Campsfield House, 
first for one day a week, then for two 
days, later becoming the Manager 
of Religious Affairs, a role involving 
co-ordinating faith activities for 
Christians, Buddhists, Muslims, Hindus 
and Sikhs. 

“I make sure we have practitioners 
of different faiths to provide pastoral 
care, extending compassion and being 
a friendly voice and face in the centre 
for staff and detainees. I’m responsible 
for my own faith in particular and we 
have two other Christian chaplains from 
the Catholic and Anglican churches, 
and religious visitors from St Aldate’s in 
Oxford and the Methodist Church. 

The centre has a dedicated mosque, 
a chapel and a multi faith room. At any 
one time there can be detainees from 34 
different countries and The Big Word 
Telephone Interpreters are on hand 
at the end of a telephone so that the 
chaplains can communicate effectively 
with detainees. “I speak English and 
Yoruba (the Nigerian language) and 
other members of the team bring other 

languages.”  
She says the best part of the job is 

helping people. “You are helping people 
to have hope in what they consider to 
be hopeless. What is challenging is that 
unlike a church, where you follow a 
congregation member through and help 
them, here I can’t follow up. You have 
to trust God to continue on the journey 
and that is difficult. You just have to 
learn to trust God, that he will continue. 

“It’s a very fulfilling environment. 
The staff and volunteers are wonderful. 
Everyone has a common goal - ‘dignified 
care and custody’. Everyone brings in 
skill, experience and expertise to do 
their bit in helping in very difficult 
circumstances.” 

Modupe Adefala tells Jo 
Duckles how God guided 
her journey from a career in 
finance to looking after the 
spiritual needs of detainees 
at Campsfield House.

‘I felt redeemed, loved and 
that was the turning point.’

‘You are helping people 
to have hope in what they 
consider to be hopeless.’

TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only
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